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MARCH wHf/ENTS 



Protestantism a By-Product of 
Catholicism to which it is 
Returning 



(By Lucien Stebbins.) 

The Mangaanrian and Uibbons 
contentions tut to who burned Joan 
Of Arc may prove interesting and 
protitable to a realization of the 
urastic methbds of the Itonian 
I atliolie church right here and 
now in the United states. 

Informed society knows that 
Joan oi Are, as well ap Uiordano 
liruno, were burned by the church 
and .stale oligareliy ot the Roman 

UethoUc brand whether of 
land lor Burope is innuntcrial 

It i» a 1st) a matter of g« 
inhumation UmU I nnstians of the 
1 rod •s.ant brand, both in Etuglaud 
and .\111er1ca, bnmed witches and 

leather* by church and state an- 
tho'rity, on the plea that they were 
' • uiulesirabb' citizen*." 

'ibis stiows that Piotaotantiam is 
simply ■ by-product of Human 
Catholicism, u> which it is already 

preparing to return, a.s a child to 
ds mother. 

Such ineuleiicies as this of Joan 
ot Are are timely 

1 be dead past, ai they 

liable gUidl poata to point to the 
immediate future. 

•1 he burning question of the now 
is, ■ \\ bat ia the character of the 

llblUib and the Christian religion 
in the twentieth century, and 
what are we yoiny to ,do about it? 

Religion is a "superhuman and 
IttpMIhe authority" claimed by 

prieata aa rioe-garanfi and Inter- 
preter! el the will of 80 Almighty 
liod, to govern this world with a 

tyrant '1 dcupotk poarex, Such it 

claims H> be, such all usage and 
practice of law. learning and phi] 
DBOphy recogni/.e it to be. 

Personal and individual opin 
ions in regard to religion amount 
to no more than the sands on the 
seashore. They are simply play- 
things for the winds and tides. 

Religion is the upas-tree of ig- 
norance and despotism beneath 
whose poisonoiq-i shadows reuson 
aud freedom die. Religion is the 
hypnotic si>ell of the priest, the 
clown, the charlatan and the 
kuave. 

It puts the unthinking masses to 
sleep and then robfc them. Re- 
ligion is the potent and indispen- 
sable factor in all despotic govern- 
ment*. Religion is the deadly en- 
emy of reason and liberty, 

The Roman Catholic religion is 
now being repudiated in the land 
of its birth France baa drives its 

black gowned Jesuit priests from 
her border*, and they are Hocking 
to the United States, where they 
are working their way into places 
of influence, where they can con- 
trol the administration of the gov- 
ernment They are hand in hand, 

and "cheek by jowl" with the 

great corporate interests of tin* 
country and helping them to rob 

the American people of their few 

remaining liberties. 

In the face of this situation 
I'totestant ministers lie down like 
dOgl al their master's feet. 

Joan of Are la lour hundred 
wars awav, but the MUM interests 
thai burned her. and ill 1600 burn- 
ed Giordano Bruno at the stake, 
have just aanaaeinated Pranetaeo 

Ferrer in Spain. Thus we see that 
the character of Christian rehg- 
louiata is unchanged, in spite ot 
eentwries of dilation and enlight- 
enment. 

Religioniata burned witches and 

Quakers in Kngland. and also in 
Massachusetts, and are now burn 
Utg up the liberties of the Ameri- 
can people. 

These interests now constitute 
an international compact between 
the monarchial governments of 
Rurope and the American repub- 
lic, ata of Miexieo and the Latin 
republic! of Central and South 
America. The object of this com 



lunation is to crush civil and 
mental liberty, 111 order that an 
imperial oligarchhy may reign su- 
preme throughout the world, with 
the pope of Koine as the supreme 
temporal ruler and God's viceger- 
ent ou earth — the most stupendous 
scheme of all ages 

Some of the "straws which 
show the direction the wind is 
plowing' along this line, within 
the last fifty years m tins country, 
are the assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln (.and it must not be tor 
gotten that every participant ic 
that dastardly plot were Romai: 
( at holies, as can he proved by ju- 
dicial records), the execution of 
the lliaymarket victims, the 
tempted judicial assassination 
Aioyer, Haywood and Petti bo 
the attempted return of political 
refugees from Ruswa and Ml 
upon the most trivial and unt 
subterfuges, the intimate 
lions established between ! 
dent Taft and the pope of Rome, 

under the pretext of protecting 
the pope';s internets iu the Philip- 
pine Islands and .Mr. Taft s assur 
ance to th| children in the pa 
roaehial schools of l'ortlad, Ore- 
gon, that y,k>yalty to their church 
ant ,k|v .t y to tiie govern- 
ment/' and his admonition to 
Protestants to unite and perpetu- 
ate the c stipe of religion; the 

newspaper report that uj>ou Theo- 
dore ttoosevell '■ return from his 
African trip he will proceed to 
Rome and have the "honor of 
Roman citizenship conferred upon 
him " 'not Italian citizenship, but 

Roman), and the rotwplaeent an- 

nonnoemont to the voters of Amer- 
ica by -Mr. Roosevelt's son-in-law 
that Roosevelt is to be the next 
president of the United Slates. 

Note tbe li "' t t,,at tllt! t ' leri ' 

eal assassination of Francisco Fer- 
rer, which has shaken all Europe 
from center to circumference to a 
Htorm of protest, has scarcely 
made a ripple upon the snug com- 
placent of Ainoriean newepaper- 
dom and little, if any, protest 
fikim the pulpits. 

This one fact alone should open 
the eyes of every true lover of lib- 
erty to the power of Roman Cath- 
olic influence upon the press and 
pulpits of America. 

Another significant induation 
Of the tendency Of our govern- 
ment to Roman Catholic control is 
that the police force which is al- 
most entirely Roman Catholic- 
are |K-rinittcd Uo use inquisitorial 
methods of torture to wring con- 
fessions from their helpless pris- 
oners which they make because 
, i, .,.,.' i s do Other way to relieve 
themselves of the torture inflicted 
upon them. This in a revival of 
,|,e methM.ls of the old Spanish in- 
quisition and has been inspired by 
Unman Cal Iodic ecclesiast leal In- 

Huenee, and no other. 
The democratic bulwarks of 

civil liberty the free preen, Iree 

■Deeeh and the right of peaceable 
asse.ublv are being overrun and 
destroyed bv these same Koman 
Catholic policemen, who make 

itheir boast ti hat the dub they 
carry is "bigger than the constitu- 
tion of the United Btaten," 

The gigantic trusts that have 
absorbed the wealth end resources 

of the country are largely eon- 
trolled bv or owned by -wealthy 
Roman Catholics or by men who 
need the help of the Roman Cath- 
olic ecclesiastics to aid them ill 
their exploitation of the people, 
and it is » well known fact that 
the Vatican at Home draws large 
dividends from many corpora- 
tions. , 

All these thhings have imposed 
a burden upon the working, toil- 
ing people of tins country that is 
.insupportable, and the only rem- 



edy for the situation is revolu- 
tion. 

Toward th* result irresistable 
events are rushing with as great 
certainty as the waters of the St. 

Lawrence ruet{ toward the falls of 

.Niagara. Nothing can stay the 
tide thai is swiftly bearing tlus 
country toward the abyss of a 
oloody revolution. — possibly the 
Moodiest the world has ever 
known. 

The church and state oligarchy 
already formed in this country 
with tiie Roman Catholic church at 
tlie head and in control, assisted 
by thousands of Jesuit retainers 
which haTC Hocked lure from all 
coiners of the earth within the 
bust fifty years, with Protestant 
preachers trailing along in 
rear, and traitorous congressmen 
giving all aid and assistance, ai 
prepared for the issue. 

'I be public press is subject t 
the same control, also college il 
attentions and all our legislativ 
administrative aud judicial d> 

The "Dick military law" gives 
them power to use the military 
forces of the country when the 
hypnotic power of "Gypsy 
Smith." "Hilly Sunday" and 
"Sam Jones" failn to keep the 
people in submission any longer. 

W hen the gatliug guns are put 
in Quotation tin- scenes of "bloody 
Sunday" of Russian history will 

be re-enaoted in then* United 

States. We shall not then care 
much who burned Joan of Are. 
\\ e shall be taking our own turn 
at furnishing the fuel for Roi ~ 
< 'at holic boulires. 

Working men of America, and 
all liberty loving nan and 
men, if you would preserve your 
lives and the blood-bought liber- 
lies for the generations that are 
yet to conic get a move on you 
and get to thinking. 

Our enemies have done their 
thinking and are prepared for the 
brae. What are You going to do 
about it? 

ARE MEN CREATED EQUAL? 

Ever since the birth of thifl na- 
tion the majority of the people 
have believed that men are creat- 
ed equal, when the fact is well 
known that we arc not equals 

physically or Intellectually. 

Shrewd men have always taken 
advantage of their less crafty fel- 
low men. and have lueceeded to 

Hie extent that over 1 -third of 

the population live in idleness at 
B expense of the producing 
,sses. They have built schools 
d colleges, in which they graft 

,. minds of the people to suit 

their fanev. and teach them to 

believe in ■ i - r »d who makes the 

rich and the poor, that whosoever 
iH'lievcs shall receive eternal bliss, 
but those who believe not shall be 
damned forever. 

This infernal doctrine lias been 

poached for the last £,000 years. 
Mien of high intellect, otherwise, 

believe ill this doctrine of the 
Christian religion. Not only this, 

big they have established I gOV- 
ern.i.eni in which the majority of 
people have to sutler for lack of 

rood in the midal of plenty, -while 
a few have all the width at their 
command. 

In this struggle for existence, 
different remedies have been ap- 
plied tO overcome the evil, but 

11 Buffering grows worse From 

v to dav. Fortunes MOW UlM 
Mushrooms, in a fortnight, while 
on the other band, children are 
Crying for bread, and shiver with 

the cold That there is lomething 

wrong in the machinery of the 
government is not denied, but so 
far the defective parts have not 



been discovered. Some say an in 
come tax will set things right 
while another speaks about tarif 
reform and still another advocatt 
anti-trust laws, and Mr. Channing 
Sever., m c, in the your issue of 
June nth. chimin that the singb 
tax, the theory of Henry George, 
would cause all poverty to v 
from tin' face of the earth. 

In analyzing this case before us, 
we notice that it is not so much 
the mailer in not having produce 
of all kinds to sustain life and 
happiness, but the symptoms show 
that the necessities of life are not 
properly distributed, and for that 
reason we want a remedy that 
will will distribute the product of 
labor in a prope 

Money is it measure of all 
wealth. Whoever has money has 
wealth. It, is exchangeable for 
all the comforts of life. It will 
buy land, houses and ho. 
fact, it will buy everything. Now 
the OUeation arises : Mow 
get that money in order that we 
may buy w hat is needed .' The an- 
swer is simple: "Work for it!" 

Suppose our government would 
employ all idle laborers for public 

improvements and pay them iu 
legal tender rertilicates, from the 
President down to the lowest ser- 
vant. 1 1 would at once relieve us 
from all national debts, aud the 
money would How freely through 

the channels of trade, and all men 
who would work could buy as 
they liked, and 110 better money 
could be had. as it would be re- 
deemed by honest toil, and the 
people would prosper without and 
poverty to check them. 

This is the only remedy that 
will go to the vital spot. It will 
eventually starve out all drones 
and speculators, and the only 
trust would hi' the people them- 
selves. 

Those who have the gold, let 
them uee it as they like, but it 
the labor or service of men from 

which all wealth < ten 

Now, ill order to keep this cur- 
rency in motion, it would be nec- 
essary to draw a certain per cent 
from the circulation by a direct 
annual tax. I'his would make n 
continuous tlow from the treasury 
to the people, and back to the 
treasury again, and by this means 

the govern nt would be able to 

keep a normal supply, and there 
by have staph- prices. 

This system is not new. It has 
heel in operation iu the Civil 
War. and our soldiers were paid 
in national currency. When Pres- 
ident Lincoln said: "We are the 
richest nation of the world, and 
pay our people with our own 
money." plutocrats at once made 
picpi.rati 
backs, ami nailed this country to 
the golden cro*s, and the people 
have suffered untold agony 
since up to this day; aud now by 
the aid of the church and the 
press our capitalists arc able to 
befuddle the mind of the public 
and make (Hem believe that men 
are all created equal, and that all 

men a. pial before the law, 

when in reality the majority of 
the people are but sUvee, 

A. LI'TTKR.MAN. 

Aekley. Ia. 

' I WILL DRAW ALL MEN 
UNTO ME." 

City F. B. Souther.) 

1 recently heard one of our 
early day theologians preach a 
sermon under the alnive caption. 
As I heard the minister forty 
years ago for the tirst time, 80 I 

heard him again, after over a third 

of ,, century lor the second time. 

1 have a' high regard for the 
aged minister w ho held out faith 
fill, who fought the good tight ami 
kept the strange, squalid faith 

liuring tin 



lb- 



like 



■ he standi 
; no evolu- 



statue, a tixtur 
lion, no progress. II 
same old version, mad 
parture, bill preached the sermon 
without eloquence and with no 
display of enthusiasm, just as he 
preached it forty years ago Cer- 
tainly this edd student and think- 
er knows that there has been a 
w ide departure in the intellectual 
and seiciilMtie world. 

"And if I be lifted up. will draw 
all men unto M»>." Now. listen! 
Chrtet boasted that if he WeTC ele- 
vated he would draw all men to 
himself. A huge order: never 

been executed yet Why. those he 
hail drawn Bed ami left him in 
Continued on Page 8. 



HALLEY'S COMET 



PROVES THERE IS NO GOD 



In its Flight Through Space Encounters No 
Heaven, Spirit Abod or Mansions 
in the Sky 



Scries No. 1 published iu Hugh 
Penteooet'i ■•Twentieth Century" 
Maga/ine. Series No. II in "The 
Investigator." 

(Series No. III., 

15V OTTO WKTTSTHIN, S. S. 

Ilalley's comet proclaims in ina- 
jestic splendor : "There is no god, 
no devil, no heaven, no hell!' 

in its journey of 75 years, fly- 
ing throughh infinity at the rate 

of ;(.ii(NI.(HMI miles a day (make an 
effort to comprehend it ! does it 
encounter god, heaven, spirit 
abodes, mansions in the sky, 
realms where angels dwell, hell 
and his satanie inajejsty, purga- 
tory and kindred abodes of 
■pOOhal If so. what would lie the 
inevitable result,' If not, where 
are the heavenly hosts and locali- 
ty's which are the stock in trade 
of our- priests aud preachers and 
which tinds ready sale at enor- 
mous prices throughout the 
world/ 

Dnea g»d (who must be omni- 
present or there is none) dodge 
the comet in its furious tligbt 
through boundless expanse or 
docs the comet fly around in 
"him?" 

.Materialists arc not "lighting 
god." an- not trying to "crowd 
god out of the universe." How 
could we hght with something 
that ha* never existed and does 
not exist now ' How could we 
crowd out something that no one 
lias ever seen and the wisest per- 
son knows nothing about .' Can we 
light with some one out of sight, 
some one who is nowhere? With 
some one who, when challenged, 
will not present himaeM in the 
arena ready for battle.' No, ma 
terialists arc not lighting realities 
aud jacks; we are lighting spook*, 
theories, conjectures of Tom, Dick 
and Harry, and mytiis originated 
iu the dark age.s of ignorance. 
That s all. 

We cannot explain natures mys- 
teries with that Whkh is pre-emi 
nently the most stupendous mys- 
tery of all mysteries. We know 
nature exists, tbeists— even god 

himaelf — hare sadly failed to sub- 
stantiate their hypothesis. 

Why should the agnostic be 
an agnostic ' Why not remain in 
the Catholic, Haptist or Lutheran 
church .' If he can believe that 
an infinite, extensive personality 
or omnipresent god" may exist 
within an infinite universe pre-oc- 
cupied by countless millions of 
giant incandescent. Hying and 
gyrating eoamic bodies, then why 
not believe in an omnipresent 
devil also; garden virgin, rib and 
lish stories, and all the minor mir- 
acles of the bible he now seoru- 
fully rejects. 

If he can believe that nuui may 
live when be is cremated, or sur- 
vive his own destruction: that he 
may live iliiring eternity without 
anatomical structure, organs, 
brain and Sean and blood, why 
not remain in the church wlu> 
originated these phantaamagorial 

t an men, women and children 
, \ist made of air, ether, gas. or of 
hope and desire? 

I could easier believe that, at 
this moment, a single cliatl'eur COD 
trols and manipulates every 
"auto" on earth, as to believe 
that a aoUtary being or agent, 
somewhere off in infinite expanse, 
controls simultaneously the count 

(en millions of cosmic bodies con- 
stituting the universe. 

We cannot explain everything 
nature' with something we know 
absolutely nothing about: nor ac- 
cept an hypothesis in explanation 
of ex'oteuee conveying ideas to 
which nothing in nature corre- 
spitnds. 

A.«tronomy is radically, though 
placidly, materialistic, and. inci- 
dentally, atheistic. No intelligent 



, iUm - s *°da. I ! • 



and honest man can familiarize 
himself with the facts of nature, 
as revealed by astronomy, and re- 
main atheist, spiritist or an agnos- 
tic We know there is no god be- 
tween the earth and the moon — 
8,000 miles, the sun !i:{,IX>0,U0O 
miles, or Sirius 58 thousand billion 
of miles away. We know these 
giant incandescent bodies and 

countless others, .-.weeping with 
incomprehensible velocity within 
their viust orbits, make life of any 
kind absolutely impossible within 
inlerstellare space. This knowl- 
edge—together with numy other 
well-known facts, coinpells the 
honest truthaeeher to peremptor- 
ily consign all gods, devils, 
heaven, hell, spirits and spirit 
worlds tin realms of fiction. 

On the broad and glorious high- 
way of Reason in the evolution of 
religious thought there is no stop- 
ping place between abject Woman 
ism and scientific Materialism. 

ila.s Cod a (rod.' Has a soul a 
soul, has a spirit a spirit.' If not, 
what use of a god in nature or a 
soul or spirit in man .' If a god 

can exist wtihout U ssitating a 

god to create hint, why can nature 
not exist without a god to create 
it. If souls or spirits can exist 
without mother souls in their 
spirit forma, w hy posit such airy- 
nothings for on in the complex 
and marvelous human form? 
What, indeed, do we KN< >W about 
Is and spirits.' 'inagiue 
iiuitter— the puissan', underlying 
reality of all existence -removed 
from the universe, and tin re is 

nothing left : remove the count leas 

gods and spirits of man's crcatiion 
and the grand system of nature 
in all its glory, and all its terrible 
possibilities, forever remains. 

When the theist eSjilailt, his 

Hod, and more especially His 
■ handiwork" or methods of cre- 
ating monads, mice and men, 
while simultaneously attending all 
other phenomena in nature, we 
will kneel and worship him. 

• • * * 
No HEAVEN. CONSOLATION: 

No EMU* 

The Agnostic should not be an 
Agnostic because he IS an Ag- 



No one can reason himaelf into 

the church, but only out of it. A 
negative condition of mind — never 
to think a thought — will suflice to 
be a member in good standing 

Reasoning will kick him out. 
• • • • 

"Spirit" is an outline of a hu- 
man form with nothing inside of it 



Physiologists KNOW that every 
organ, nerve and muscle, hone and 
brain, is a necessity to the perfect 
man: then how can we exist dur- 
ing eternity without them I 



n Science." What a 
science! Should be 



All is peace. With our birth 

trouble eommeneee; with death it 

ends. All again is peace. Why- 
fear death 1 



• that the doctrine 



Of 



cherished from purely selfish mo- 
tives, it would only be necessary 
t«. prove that such a state of eter- 
nal existence is not desirable, and 
all minds, not in the clutches of 
priest or preacher, would forth- 
with reject it. This is why they 

have rejected hell. 

• • • • 
Mysticists persist in the state- 
ment that W« don't know what 
matter is. I will tell them i What- 
ever IS, is mailer The underly- 
ing reality of all existence is mat- 
ter. The "stuff" we are made of 
is matter. The component*) of all 
(Continued on Page 4.) 
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Mini.- 
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M |>a | 
whatc 



n 



Iran mlxer/ise- ; t ion. ami am 
mints, and tin sulwcriptimis that „„,| foolish 
remain unpni<l I Iom. If I could rids |s „ 
afford to loan, there would he no ,.,| mmmftkt 
complaint; but 1 cannot afford it. * 
In the future, it is cash for every- 
thing for me. If 1 do not pet the 
money out af the paper to contin- , 

in- it, I must stop it. 

In the meantime I want to hear | 
from th* Blade's friends. I want 
(hem to tell me frankly what thev 



which owes its 
minus ■(! Imagine 
ttpOB it ■ fearful 

sm of raUgfon." 
rwarrant- 

are tin 



11.00; aix months 16.00; one year, 18.00 
Quarter column, 1 Insertion, $2.00; I 
month, $4.00; six months. $20.00. i 



ALL. SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Blade will 
be discontinued at the expiration of the 
term for which the subscription has 
been paid up in advance. The address 
•tip on t.ie paper will show subscribers 
the date of expiration of subscription. 
Back numbers or numbeis omitted will 
be sent, if asked for upon renewal In 



SHOULD ANY SUB6CK1BKK change his 
or her address, advise this office, giving 
uoth old and new address, as desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade 
la at 12S-128 North Limestone Street 
Lexington, Kentucky, to which all Free- 
thinkers will be given a hearty wel 

THE BLADE Is entered at the 



JAMES E. HUGHES, Box int. Lexlng- 




Vou may nut be u Kidder, a Wilson, a 
Foote, a Ladd, or a Wettsteln. Very few 
of us are. But you certainly can say 
t that will be of 



i aie doing and 



TO THE FRIENDS OF 

THE BLUE GRASS BLADE: 

As is known to many of you, alii 
the business interests, including! 
the printing establishment of the 
iiiideisiericil. was thrown into 
bankruptcy. May 1st. and the blia- 
iness lias been continued since 
under the direction of a Receiver 
appointed by the Uaitod states 
Court. 

Daring theae two months I have 
made every effort to keep the 
Wade alive, but as it is not on a 

payiag basis, the \i> iver has di- 

rected its discntinuaoce. 

For sixteen years I have pub- 
lished the Mode, and at no time 
durintr that | 



facts that, go to prove that the 
'god iilea" owes its existence to 
a " misused imagination?" On the 
trary, the -rod idea must have 
bail its nriein j„ the |j,. s) ; i t . 
tempts of reasoning anwrng the 
primitive inhabitants of the 
lobe; for we tad that everv poo- 
think of the situation. It is not as ,,| r Hying had a god of some kin, I. 
il the Wade were „ money-making from the ignoriUll savage to the 
property. Its continuance is not , m)s , cultured and retined. The 
a business proposition. I am will- h rst query in the mind of a child, 
ing to give my time and efforts. w hen it begins to exercise its rea- 
What are YOU willing to do? Loo is. -who makes little girls "i 
Baeh friend should send in a or "who made met" It sees ob- 

kmg I.St of subscribers, with the ,,,. ts , hi „ W1 , lv „„„,,. , (V „„,„ ,„„, 

none) to pay for the •abaerip- i( reasons that everything must 1 

tions. Subscriptions at lifty cents | laV(l i, a ,j „ n „,ker;'and it natural- 
each, in clubs of five or ten. arc | v concludes that someone must 1 

preferred. Two thouaand of theae I have made this world and the 

ought to be secured easily. This people living in it. That ••fearful 
would guarantee the continuance BB J foolinh system of religion 
PH>W (erected thereon." is not the re- 

I OOpe I may hear troin you M| | t , t{ ••„.,„) Idea," but of a 
with a full and frank expression t;1 | si . .,„,) tbmrd ,. inception of 
of your views, ami an assura 



And Into the light. 
The glory of dnwn 

Sllll follows the nlgjit, 
RUllMSI n-lgns 

Where Borrow MM sway, 



Up from the mire 

Of nlmme nnd defeat. 
Dauntless, whatever 



i st a 



- tin 



Fraternally yours, 
J AMIES B. HUGHES, 



BELIEF OR UNBELIEF 
WHICH? 



We tad that the whole super- 
structure called • Christianity is 

Founded upon what they called a 
firm belief in so me thing, the truth 
of which they don't, nor ean't 
possibly know a particle about. 



char 



od. 



prii 


lit i v times. 




ign 


rani and 


• ■ supers) it ions. 


the 


• observed e 


rtain facts, roofa 




earthquakes. 


tire and tloo.ls; 


am 


not being 


able to see the 


"hi 


iness Of sue 

led that the] 


i. naturally eon- 
• g.Kl was angry 


am 


sent these d 




den 


•e of his wri 


th. Observing an 
unong the ele- 


api 





crate dcit\ 
Pantheism 



ed thai 
i controlled by a sej 
and from this aros 

rod idea 



the 



Jet 



held i 

lelif 



disti 



s to be found in the 
calculated to deeeive 
y elect. It is stated 



muni r* 

■ to belie 



Hut what 

'irst. believ 

an infinite 



arc 



an advance in reason from Pan- 
theism, but they still believe, 1 
that god was "angry with the 
tricked" and that he "repealed" 
< changed hit 



differei 
ed He 



the existence of an infinite, atl- ..if , 

w ise Being, either material or spi r- u.ii , 

itual. we don't know which (but Lg-U 
the Hble says that he is both.) int(( , 
BeUerO that the Bible is hi* in- 1 «ar f 
spired word and true to a letter. | ( 
Then believe in the miraeulous' |,,, HV( 
eoaoeption, birth, crucifixion, res- f,.,,,,, 

iirrection and ascension, together! ^y (l j 
with the saving qualities reposed 
in thih, man they call Jesus; lie- 
lieve that all who don't believe 
and are baptized will be damned; 

believe in a future life in either y xymy , nnd domg) nnd j ov 

an endless heaven or hell: and ( ] ,„,„,.,,•• . t „d from what we 
then believe that all who don "t | J. ( ,. |( j jn t |„. dnily papers of the 
believe as you do will surely go to 
either go to one or other of the | 

above places. 

This is. in substance, the Christ 



heaven and another 
an reason for hiiiuself 
into no end of beliefs." 

We assume nothing of the kind. 
We can prove that there is a 
heaven, a hell and a future life 
from facts that we know exist. 
We know that "the kingdom of 
heaven" "Iocs exist here and now. 
for we, in a great measure, are in 
the enjoyment of it. which "i».not 
drink but righteousness 



Hut 



iat « 



-imt 



Bible 

I. 'it' is 



ml. sensible 



rethel 



■ wit hm 



port 

and our belief or tlisheiier would 
not ehange it a particle. Had the 
of Christian faith and be-, 
D founded upon whaf they' 
knew to be true, instead of what 
they believed or supposed was 
true, then they migh 



systel 



I ills. 



Wit 



I'll 



nil! 



ng the pape 
daring these years, I have recoiv 

,-d practioally nothing, while quite 
frequently 1 have had to go down 

in my pocket to help pay for th.' 
printing. 1 would oheerfullj aon- 

lilllle to do this without complaint 
were I in a financial , onditiol 



do 



I . an am 



ith the Beet 

per myself. 



it must be made to pay its way It 
the friends of the paper, the 

friends of its late lamented found- 
er, and my own friends will come 
to hi v helps Wade can lie kept 
alive! Hundreds and hundreds of 
dollars are owin- on account <>f 



least : 



script,. 



bllt the . 



Mad 



now. 1'crhaps many I 
never be. NogtOOi of I 
sent many a paper I 
The subscription pi 



anted 
n will 



lief i 

ter the ease a particle. 

W. view it as an outrage upon 
the rising peaemtion — young men 
and women— for ministers to get 
up in their pulpits and try to 

make them believe ill something 

that looks unreasonable to them, 
the truth of which the minister 
himnelf knows nothing about, but 
tries to force his belief and opin- 
ions upon others who are innocent 
and try to scare them into nul>- 
jection againal their honest opin- 
ions and sense of truth and juwt- 
ice. But we are ph ased to see 
that ministers are not meeting 
with half the success in the way 
of footing the people today that; 
they did even 26 years BgO. People 
are' becoming too highly edlicated| 
to take belief for truth, and by! 
the time another century rollsl 
around the sei viOOa of the iiiinis-j 
teTC will Hot be needed, because 
the people will choose rather to I 
do their own thinking and reas- j 
oning upon this subject. Then 
they can believe only what they 
know to be true, and nothing; 
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REASON, ITS USE AND 
ABUSE." 



(BY A. EL WADE.) 
I fully agree with Brothe 



warding the right use 
and its abuse; but. is In 



lortal man ) has tak- 



A TRIP TO ROME 



DR. J. B. WILSON. 
The International Congress of Free 
thinkers was held In the City of Rome. 
Italy. September 21, 1U0*. The aulhoi 
attended that Congress as the Amerltmi. 
delegate It It an account of travel and 
personal s»p»rlences that has received 
loomlum tioi-v press and 

rnly fiction are ruthlessly exposed 

In American literature of travel 
h bound, 360 pages. Illustrated 
Address orders to 
BLUB CIRASS BLADE, 
LsKington, Ky. 



"Dog Kennel in the Orient," 
a graphic description of the tour 
of the founder of the Blade to 

Paleotine, makes nighty good 
reading theae hot days it is the 

best description of the Batten 

hemisphere y>-\ published BaaA 

soimdy bound in cloth. Price one 
dollar, at the office of the Hbide. 



any of these 
Iverybody Is 



on you, my dear. 
Hint's becoming to 
De Flypp." 

"Merc/, I wouldn't have one 
world.' - — Cleveland Plain Deal 



look good 
art of hat 
like Jane 



ONE OF MANY. 




£~e«ue Dveo. 



"Is Mr. Lushleigli good uatured?" 
"He 8 always jolly while setting 'em 
up for the boys, but gets frantic when 
his wife asks blin for money to pay 
the butcher's bill." 



For Shame. 

I hate the way 
Some fellows brag, 

n.-ialls.. they'VL' liud 
A little jag. 



"How did you enjoy the play?" 

"Oh, so, so. It was one of those 
modern dramas." 

"Surely, the dialogue was smart?" 

"Well, the husband In the play 
swore a great deal In the presence of 
his womenfolk. I suppose I should 
have laughed!" 



Driving Out the Snakes. 



"What's he so pleased about?" 
"The appropriateness of his recov- 
ery." 

"What do you mean?" 
"He was cured of delirium tremens 
on St. Patrick's day." 



When I was in (he east I met 
with many begging dervishes. 

B — I thought they called them 
howling dervishes? 

A— That's what they become when 
you don't give them anything— Meg- 
gendorfer Hlatter. 



A RUSSIAN BATH. 




Clinker— How? 

BUafcer— He*a la hot water most of 

the lime, und— Will he ktep bis 
throne? Ah! there's the rub! 



The Lady- Why don't you go tc 
work and earn an honest living In 
stead of begging? 

The Hobo — I cun t git no work at 



The Limit. 

"Drat Hunker's nerve!" 
"What's funker been doing?" 



sporting 1 dope, 
Though really 



Though li * ,,iMi.'ur 
I lOTS to rcad'lt 



Not What It Seemed. 

band so handy about the house!" ex- 
claimed Mrs. Oler, as she admired a 
bookense that Mr. Homer had made 
from a cupboard. 

"Yes," was the reluctant admit- 
tance of Mrs. Homer, "but It is dread 
fully expensive. Every month we 
have to have a carpenter come to 
ninkr repairs and sometimes we have 
to have a plumber a painter and an 



AS STRONG ENOUGH. 




Grin, Grin, Keep 

ugh and the world 
Veep and you weep, . 
r never an editor living 



Grinnln'. 

rhs with you, 
you weep, by gol! 



A POPULAR PASTIME. 

I, it He Kthel wns prattling In her 
aimless way, B nd sister Maude was 
naturally quite unsuspicious. "Fapa." 
said little Kthel. " ' 
the trip we made 



"Yes." replied her father, absent- 
mindedly. 

"In the tram?" persisted little Kth 

el. 

"Ye«." 

Sister Mnude yawned. She had 
been up later than usual the previous 
evening, and the evidence of her 
weariness could not be suppressed. 

"Do you remember," continued lit- 
tle Kthel, "what the conductor Bald?" 

" Yes," answered the father. 

"He said," asserted little Ethel, 
"that If you didn't want to pay for 
me you'd have to take me In your lap 
and let someone else have my seat." 

"I remember," said the father. 
"What of It?' 

"Oh, nothing much!" replied little 
Ethel. "Only I think sister Maude 
and that young man who's going to 
be my new brother were playing 
trams when I " 

"Ethel," sharply broke In sister 
Maude, who had aroused herself "go 
to bed at once!" 



Handlno Her One. 

"Would It make you so happ 
had an auto?" 

"And still you want one?" 

"Certainly I do, dear." 

"Then why—" 

"Just think how unhappy 
make the girl who Is always 
glng that she could hat 
you?" 



How About 

"I notice lots of college boys around 
town " 

"Yes; the midwinter vacation Is 
on." 

"Seems to me these midwinter va- 
cations must Interfere seriously with 
a boy's college work." 

"Not at all. The football season 
Is over and It's too early for track 
work." 



"He spoke of my singing as a vo- 



Vlctim of Fat*. 

"I saw you talking to Mrs. Feather- 
ly. She seemed excited." 

"Yes; she was putting up the same 
old grumble." 

"What's her grievance?" 

"A case of bunched anniversaries. 
She was born the day before Chrlst- 



"Well, wasn't y 
stunt?" 

"Sir, the work of an artist Is never 
a stunt!" 

"Still, I don't see how that has any- 
thing to do with your case." 



VERY DANGEROUS. 



caslons." 



Sure of Himself. 

TH give you a position as clerk to 
start with," said the merchant, "and 
pay you what you are worth. Is that 
satisfactory ?" 

■ Oh, perfectly," replied the college 
graduate. "Hut — er — do you thlak the 
firm can afford It?"— I.lpplncott's. 



Suspicious. 

"Let me show you Love Letters of 
Wise Men, " said the clerk In the 
book emporium. 

"Are they signed?" asked the cau- 
tious bookworm. 

"Yes, indeed, every one of them." 

"Then they must be forgeries 
Wise men never sign tbelr names to 
love letters." 



Easily Convinced. 

Would-be Contributor (at editor's 
desk) — Here's a Joke, Mr. Editor, 
thut I'll guarantee was never In print 

Editor (after reading it)— Don't 
doubt your word in the least, sir.— 
Tidllits. 




"You say Bhe let you 

"Yes." 

"Did you get rattled?" 

"Ouess I did. She bad no moi 
than turned her back before 
trumped my partner's ace." 



A MODEST MAN. 




cal Position. 

is painting my plo- 
liable about his en- 
i when I go at the 
have to wait." 
II to take a stand 



Jltto-Certalnly not. A dog 
It the place. Wasn't Ham- 
t Dane? 



"Giuet Is a very unassuming If* 



Guyer- Yes. he ran Into a 400 pound 



C t£?2J£Z£^£ °" "Jones Is having trouble 

Rld.a motor . ..» and feeds married woman." 

You don't say s 
•His wife." 

Copyright Outlawed Then. 

Manager (to composer)— Your piece Appropriate Energy. 

In a fine one, but It can't be produced "What about the efforts to g 
for at least three years. aviation meet?" 

Composer— Why not? "Keep 'em up." 

Maanger— Hecause Wagner won't 

have been dead lor 30 years till then. I A H>r(J Dr|nker 



I "Do 



like 



i fish?" 



< l<> Judge Parish K. Lmdd, 1 



Km- Itnck in t 
wfcen the lump 

« a rl h '| 



tOfl of tinn 

(•(I low, tilt 

.. .v in number, 
easting off their arboreal) 
Imliits ami entering a less seclud- 
ed life. Instinct fM the ruling 
puaxion nception was horn, an- 
alysis wiis in its infancy : of 
kowlcdtfc | lu re wits none. The 
live MM were the only menus of 
il I urn i naliiiK these gee 

mate' i understanding; vmwu icu 

U thers. The earth was a Hat 

surface | the sun. n n and Mars 

moved around it in a silvery can- 
opy. The sun, the greatest, most 
powerful ami beneficent of all. giv 
lOg life, light, heat and comfort, 
rose in grandeur over all other 
objects. PerMmificatfofl was ap- 
plied to it; it became an object of 
veneration. This primate called 
on it. for blessings, prayers and 
sacrifices were ottered. The foun- 
dation for a religion had been 



ade. 



A 



I the 



esthood 



ed their services; being 
cepted, the dawn of a pr 
was ushered in ; rules and OeremO- 
nie , came to the front ; times and 

forms of prayers were prescribed. 
The world was still in its m- 

fitiey. Volcanic eruptions, with 
terrible explosions were every^ 
where taking place; life was be 
bag blotted out ; primates and 
beasts were equally alarmed; 
tear dominated all. 

Our trreat solar orb, a.s express- 
ed in our dialect, became the 
"Dsn Primus"— among all the 
divinities the greatest of the 
.mds. No one dared question his 
power. With all peoples and re- 
ligious, from the remotest an- 
tiquity to the present, this one 
great solar orb, under different 
proper names, has stood at the 

bead of the world's Pantheon of 

divinities. The word God, and 
its substitutes in other languages, 
has been a household word 
throughout the world. 

With most peoples, in pursu- 
ance of custom, tins mighty orb 
has been persoiiilied and given a 
DC r name as ttOW Jehovah 

with the Jem. Lesser gods ev- 

erywheic in trinities have been 
made, as the issue from the 



tie 



sun-god 



with 



earthly virgin. But of these less- 
er divinities 1 am not to discuss 
in this article. 

Passing over the divine jx*r- 
■OOageS of other peoples, I now 
come to treat of the sun-god, as 
held bv the Hebrews and I'lirist- 
,an-. for all know that the Jewish 
<!od! .Jehovah, is the same as the 
•'dens primus' • of the Christians, 
who worship two lesser gods. 

Wherever the word god is used 
bv the Hebrews and Christians, 
that name has been traced direct- 
ly back to our sun. Let OS BW 
ton where the Hebrews got 
their sod, Jehorah. The Hebrews 



ade bill 



n d endo 



■ ipecial tribal 

All the other tribes around them 
had their tribal gods. According 

to the Bible, the Levities! priest- 

bood agreed with .Ichovah, i. f. 
the* entered into a binding com- 
pact, as sovereigns arc wont to 
l,v the terms of which .Ichov- 
ah wiis to be the sole god of the 

Israelites, and they were to be his 
children. It is now in order to 
l„„k into the nativity of the div- 
inity or perhaps, better say his 

name and divinity. There is some 

diversity id' opinion as to wheth- 
er he was an Egyptian, a Baby? 
lonian or a Phoenician. 1 once 
thOUghl the nam.' was of Kgypt- 
ian origin, but after more thor- 
ough research. 1 have come to 
l„.|i,.ve that it comes from the god 
Adonia. Of Phoenicia. The word 
Jehovah in its full dress was not 
river, to the world until the tilth 
,„• sixth century of our era al- 
though its derivation goes back 
to at least 444 IV C. Iv. possibly 
400 vears earlier. H it be ot 

Bg] ptian origin, the Hebrew* 
have no record of it before Bars 
read to his people the Thorn at 

the ruins of Jerusalem, 444 K. I . 

BL, which he brought from Baby- 
lon; then it appeared in conson- 
antal characters, in I much ab- 
breviated form, such as Jhv «. 

jhwh. Jabc Jao. Jahweh, Oab- 

veh (iahweir. Jahveh, H tin- He- 
brew Vowels were known to 1 lie 
priesthood at that time they were 
„„, In use in the sacred writings 

of that people, bill Withheld I roll. 

them. 

A1 an early date not long •«« 
the return fro... captivity, h. 
words Jhvh MKl Jhwh were tilled 

in wiih vowel points belonging to 

the word Ad-on-.\i. U indistinct 
, being substituted for short a: 
what its original vowels were is 
unknown, The scribes in the ren- 
dMor, of this word made it rend 
Ixird. In time the word Lord, 



meaning a civil ruler, was rend- 
ered (lod. Adonai was originally 
the chief god (the sun-god) of 
the Phoenicians; afterwards im 
ported into Kgypt. 



' the I 



kdei 



1 h . 



Egyptian pantheon Thus it will 
lie seen that the Hebrews appro- 
priated the Phoenician sun-god to 
their own use. 

The Hreek church fathers gave 
the form Jhe, Jso, dab, and 
Jahwe, as traditional, pronounc- 
ed Yahwch. BOSaJng from the verb 
hawah. or liajah, signifying 
will cause to conic to pass." 
oiler interpreters explaii 
verb : "I am he who really 
The tendency of modern exeiris is 
to read it : "I will be what I will 
be." 

As to the date of the word. 
Jehovah, some scholars carry it 
hack to Egypt, give it an early 
date, and miake him the stor 

god. Dr. Henry Bnigsch Bey, 
able Kevptiologist. finds on t 
monuments the word. Aukh, 
sun-god of Socket, designated as 
"He who lire*, " which he says 
he same as' Jehovah. 

On this flimsy reed, and on the 
assumption that the Hebrews 
were in Kgy|*» as told in the Bi- 
ble, he builds up the theory that 
Jehovah was of lv_r\ ptian origin, 
or that the name came from that 
country. 

On more thorough research, 
and finding that the Hebrews 
were never in Kgypt, that 
Bible story is a romance, I find 
myself forced to reject the 1 
that the name Jehovah wa 
Egyptian origin. As 1 find 
ther the name Jehovah, nor a 

lira I' its philological genius in 

Babylon, I must conclude, on 
what has hereinbefore been said 
that the land of Canaan, on tin 
billow-washed shores of Phoen 
icis, WSS where Jehovah eaim 
forth to christen the birth of the 
belli Israel; a little later to gather 
under his protecting wings tin 
ten tribes of 1)1 ; still later to 
throw his imperial mantl 
benighted Christendom, wh 
the liens Primus of the celestial 
triad, his sovereignty will remain 
undisputed until the last rays 

the setting si f ignorance ; 

superstition have gone down to 
turn no more; then will the bo 
of Jehovah mingle with those 
extinct pagan gods, to bleach 
the shores Of eternity. 

Whethcr-^tts name Jrhovah 
was in use among the Hebrews 
before the Captivity, we have no 
sufficient evidence. If 1 am al- 
low.! to speculate on probabili- 
ties, the name nuay have originat- 
ed at the tint David consolidated 
the ten tribes of the lost sheep 



Ml. 



At 



the 



durii 



disappared and was I 
the exile, when the remaining 
tribes worshipped the pagan gods 
around them, giving preference 
to the Phoenician god, Adonai. 
It is doubt fill whether Jahveh be- 
ea the (iod of the Israelites be- 
fore the Captivity. During the 
Captivity it is sure that the cap- 
tives worshipped the Chaldean 
god El. in the singular, and there 
by became the Children of HI. 
rendered Is-ra-el, which has ever 
since remained their sacred name, 
and used indiscriminately with 
the name Hebrew, rendered ••em- 
igrant" in a political sense. This 
name was given them when th 
migrated from Mabylon to Pal 
line We read ill the Book 
Seers and Prophets how Elijah 
created the world ill six days. 
Later, the Bible in a second ac- 
count, assigns this task to Jahveh. 
which would show that the 

m Jahveh was after the return 

of the Israelites to Jerusalni, 
when the Hebrews exchanged HI 
tor Adonai. and made the inline 
lead Jehovah. This chan-e ot 
at was represented in conson- 
antal characters, so as to be un- 
derstood by the priesthood only, 
it being by them held too sacred 
to be used" by the common people 



In ti 

sist.l 

points, 



serti.ii 



that they could know 
the name of their god; hot the 
priests held back and only yield- 
ed a few points at a time; not 
,|id tiny succeed in getting in all 
the vowel points until the sixth 

first time, they learned the nam. 
of their god to be Jehovah, il 

transition ft i Adonia who was 

none other than our great solar 



adopted the Pho 
i. e., the court 
eventually bees. 

tongue of the l.e 
and bv then call 



„ language of the tribes an 

them, which, at the north. 



ileal priesthood 
I Hebrew, leav- 



Most scholars of this time agree men id' America and Europe, are 
hat the insertion of vowel points, all Atheists, and so are ehSTgad 
s of the Kiiuu ler- 



hetweeli the consonants, .1 h V II, by the leaders ot the 
make the name Jehovah, 



I lei 

not Jehovah. 



Which 



will be seen that 

mi Jehovah was forced from 

tile proper name. Adonai, which 
shows that the Hebrews borrowed 
or stole the sun-god of Phoenicia, 
which furnished the precedent for 
the theft of Jehovah by the Chris 
tiaus. 

When the Hisorclic text, Jhvll 
was lirst given its vowel poitttl 
its rendition was Adonai. bu 

pronounced Btohiam This was a 

(heat of the conuljion people. 

With all ll Onfusion between 

polling and the pronuneia- 



thc 



Adoi 



ml Je- 



hovah ran parallel until the sixth 
century, when full vowel points 
WON inserted, which for the first 
lime gaVS Jehovah to the world. 
(Bee Huntington 'a Letters; also 
Under. Keland. et al. 

.M|aimonides says only a few 
Levite priests knew the meaning 
of the eonaonanted text, which 
came down from tradition; they 

agr 1 on the name and tilled in 

the vowels to fit their new god, 
Jehovah. 

Belief-man, of Berlin, and the 

oracle. Apollo, used by MleroblS 
to trace this name to the sun, as 
with all pagan peoples, as their 
Dens Primus, Adonai of Phoen- 
icia, like Klohin, of Babylon, WM 
at an early date used in the plu- 
ral to represent all the gods; la- 
ter in both places it was applied 
in the singular to the supreme 
deity. 

The Vulgate gives Adonius as 
a rendering of T 
ing his pedigree to Assyria, where 

he was the DcUS Primus of Zo- 
roaster, whose people Were dlSO 

worshippers In Kgypt. TsmsWU 
became Osiris, where he was 
f orm| of the sun. (See Ducian, 
Selden. and Granger). Thus 
will be seen that Jehovah comes 



Adoi 



the 



of Phoenicia. 

So far. the god of the Hebrews, 
of the deist, and Christians is 
but a form of our great solar orb; 
(he ,r,,d who is so much adored, 
worshipped talked about, dread- 
ed and feared by most of the 

p, |c of our little world. When 

and wherever the word or name, 
god, is used his pedigree is ig- 
nored because unknown to only 
,1,,. f, w. he is only thought of 

;l n,| pictured in the imagination 
as a n.eat. powerful and all-wise 
man. a resident of heaven. &> 
brmlv has this habit ot thinking 
become that no rational man can 
think of a god who does not wear 
the human form and posses, the 
attributes of man. Talk and try 
to think of any other god as you 
„..,,. ; n the end all comes 'oack 



, the 



■ god. 



! he, 



1 at all. The Hebrew Bible, in 
its oft-repeated statement*, on 
this matter, leaves not the slight- 
est doubt that its god is a mail in 
form, and has man's attribute* 
The Biblical record of this He- 
brew god is so bad that both 
Christians and Hebrews shun it 
•J] they can. fagersoll held up 
that record until all classes be- 
,.a,nc ashamed of the P.ble divin- 
ity. The Christians seldom meii- 
tii.n his proper name. 

Then we come to the **•**> 
order of manhood, to men of 

learning, who revolt against " 
Biblical monarch, but 
of having a go 1 to M 
become so firmly fixed 
man mind that it is n 
possible to shake til. : 



habit 
has 



sticks like th. 
notion ofhavii 

people.' 'who 

oiip. and call 



Off It 

ee. the 



the, 

family pet 



hark to a tree 
ig abousehold totem 
dispensable to most 
ring bim np 1111 
. mix him in their 
on him to bless all 
MM eaten; lie is the 



of hum 
matter* 
future 



day i 



rclitfioi 
the lie, 



-ow its colors 

breeie, i ml the ear of destiny, 

and ride over the myths, fables, 
mid pegenda of the dark past, and 

giye the world freedom to devel- 
op its vital forces without feHT of 
mythical gods, devils or pits of 

<>|J. Fates" holding the reins of 
destiny, speed that glorious day 
.vlien all mankind shall be free to 
live, love and follow nature in 
all her sublimity as the Mtonoerat 
of the Universe. Then will re. 

ligior use, wars come to an end, 

and the brotherhood of mankind 
be all in all. 



■ tie play. 

- lov. 

-• ihl way; 



' I WILL DRAW ALL MEN 
UNTO ME." 

■Continued from Page 1.) 

tihe birch as soon as he was arrest 
ed. Vhrist has never drawn, nev- 
er was a draw, he never eouffd 
draw the Jews, and the (ientiles 
obey I hat lead as promptly as 

Jews, lie never has 1 n able to 

compete with the world, the flesh 
or the devil. In fact, his religion 
and his influence died with him. 
though an army of fanatics made 
things hum here an.) there for B 
time. 

T|e hist book of the New TVs- 

tumnmt is a long wail of rage and 
despair, and Christ, the Word of 
Godi is • going ho destroy the 
work! because he cannot convert 
it an I finds himself anything elae 
but II draw. Had he been a draw, 
the lurch would never have shed 
a drip of blood or resorted to any 
eriinje if Christ had only fulfilled 
bis Draw-all-men" promise. 

■ Jay the tcuble in the 
ehiit hes is. there are t->o many 
infic I preachers filling our pulpits 
wit! their smart talk, 

Ti lie I am glad he made the 
abo* statement. Does fie not 
h-iioi i nriny preachers are preach- 
ing lie set of dogmas and private 

|y 1 iding i ther set of etilight- 

„no j vu.u-s an I beliefs. Does he 
that t •hristianity is only 
Why. there is nothing 
left of it hut the Salvation Army. 
Why iilst think of it ' Christians 
make a god of a nii-lli they walked 
snd^slked with. Why worship 
poor. obi. supposed dew that has 
been dead two thousand years, and 
have verv little respect for the 

living Jew .' N'o greater mistake 

is made bv humanity than to take 
its ideals' and morals from the 

dead path I hope those good, con- 
scientious ministers will unite 
with us Frcet binkera in laying the 
foundation right here-not in 
brick of silly creeds that will 
crumble from their own weight, 
set in rotten mortar of idle belief. 
1 d us scatter the thorns of super- 
stition and dismay, that tear the 
souls of poor, weak and trembling 
captives; but plant fruit-beanmr 
trees along - very highway of the 

journey of life Lei ns teach little 
children a religion that seeks not 
so much to carry earth to heaven, 
as to bring heaven to earth. Let 
us make them as free as the birds 
Of the air. and not da. ken their 
young lives with the blighting 
I - l..w of suiM.^.ti .:• nwe that 
keeps from their minds Hie fruc 
tifv ing rays of the 
Let us teach 



One on the Hotel Man. 

"There Is one thing sbOSt this 
place,' boasted the hotel proprietor, 
"and that In we never make any false 
claims. Anything you see on the 
menu ean be served at once." 

"That so?" chuckled the h amorous 

used card. "Well, bring BM some 

thumbprints." 



OVERCROWDING. 



not 



shock the 



lid Of 



i of reason. 
i that cannot 
littie child; 



dot 



ed 



■eliei 



I the 



y day life. Hut 
. msidered 'by the light of 

the Bible, Intelligent people re- 
volt and look around for a sub- 
stitute, even to the revival of the 
old Pantheistic system, which 
finds its god in the totality of the 
(inverse. 



w, they are Atheists 
When explained to 

mean the absorption of the infin- 
ite in nature it is Atheism, simple, 
which was promulgated by Spin- 
0M, but when explained to mean 
the absorption of nature — the 
finite in the Infinite- it amounts 

to Atheism in the fullest sense. 

So say our lexicographers. Under 
our literary men 
Jehovah and insist 
Atheists, but arc 
,. The old Totem 
ing with us. th. 



In this s 



i definition, 

i repudiate 



if raid t 



droi 



tin 



i.l ■■ 



expense . 



alert to protect their 
financial status at the 
truth and courage. 

Ptof. KUkft, ex-1'reside..t of 

Harvard, and the leading College 



dvsp , 

worst kind of a relisrion to ..«■ 
happy with. You must do. dor. and 
doetor, and keep on a doctoring - 
and that is why we have so many 
doctors of divinity. 

noranee, Ky. 




-There are too many 
grafters In the world. 

The Politician — Unquestionably. 
Pretty soon there won t be enough 
graft to go round. 



Note for the Glrlt. 

Statistics show that baldness and 
higher education go together. In other 
words, the woman with a haystack of 
hair on her head doesn't know 
much as the woman with a coiffure 
of doorknob size — Atchison Globe. 

Simple Globe. Don't you know that 
It's usually the woman with the door- 
knob coiffure who wears the hay- 
stack of hair? 



"Did he not ask you for my hand? 
•I did not even see him." 
"But I l 



"Well, he wasn't there when 
went In, though I heard the front door 
slam, and the papers on my study 
table— the bills for your Easter boi 
net and gowns— were all disarranged 

or It. 

i recently said 



Judge who tried her suit for damages 
decided that damn' la not a swear 

■ Well, what do you think of that' 
"Perhaps he knew the woman." 



"A New Jersey i 



"Gracious! What was that selec- 
tion you Just played on the phono- 
graph?" 

"That is the necktie my daughter s 
young man wore Kas 
took a record of it." 



NOTHING STEADY ABOUT IT. 



TWO GREAT SCIENTIFIC 

DISCOVERIES 

A •world-wide movement to 

make them known and perpetni 
t.d For particulars, send a self- 
addressed envelope to the Preai- 
dent of the Ohureh of Humanity 
W. H. KERR. 



DOG FENNEL 



When a young man the aut 
terUi ova to walk through the Holy 
foot. Reaching Pari, he gave 





The Exacting Public. 

• You borrowed some of your 
grams word for word!" 

"Yes." replied the busy author, "you 
can't 
the . 

criticized for misquoting." 



What Was Suggestive. 

Ives— There's nothing pertaining I 
Mrs. Rhulers that Is suggestive I 



In the corridor of th.- big hot I. aftf 
did you remain In the dining room so 
long after we had dined?" 

"Well, I'll tell you, Susie," SSSjMtl 
the old man, with a broad gTln. "The 
waiter that waited on ua kept holu 
Ing out hla hand when I started out 
and of course I had to shake It every 
time. Wasn't going to let It he said 
that he had more manners than your 



Then and Now. 

The multimillionaire was 
ent. With all his vast libraries and 
free shooting galleries for the poor, 
he could not get rid of hla sordid 
pelf. 

"And to think." he mused In deep 
meditation, "with all my success with 
get-rich-quick m-hemes the get-poor 
i|iiirk schemes have me beaten." 

And then this great and sorrowful 
billionaire stopped his autmobile and 
gave a newsboy a penny. 



"I saw an astonishing thing the 
other day." 

"What was It?" 

"■myths was walking on the street 
just ahead of me and he took off his 
hat to a lady who spoke to him." 

"Was that surprising?" 

"Of course It was. The lady was 
his wife." 



Hurt Hit Feelings. 



"you never associated 



The wayfarer was visibly hurt. 

"Lady." he said humbly, "you do 
me an Injustice. Ain't I just from de 
Pittsburg pen" And de warden says 
himself dere are so many gentlemen 
dere he is going to do away with 
atrlpes." 



An Appeal to Her. 

Mrs. Stuhb- Yes. Mary says she is 
dying to get a position as cook on an 
ocean liner. 

Mr Stubb (in surprise)— Gracious! 
Whatever put thai in her head? 

Mrs. Stubb-Why, she read that 
there were 3,000 pieces of crockery 




Miss Willln— I'm writing to Mr. 
Rocks, the gentleman I met in Florida 
last fall. I drop him a line occasion- 
ally, you know. 

Miss Cutting— Don't be discouraged, 
dear. You may land him some day. 



No, Indeed. 



To till up mtl much apace. 

Practical Side. 

Postmistress— Then you like those 
town nieces to send you those new- 
fangled souvenir postal cards made 
out of Veather? 

I'ncle Weatherby— By heck, yes! 
1 ain't so much on sentimental cyards, 
but when they are made out of leather 
they come In handy to mend bouts 
with. 



When He Stopped. 

Stubb— Did you every try to count 
a thousand sheep and fall asleep? 

Ptnn— No, but 1 sat back of my wile 
at a concert one time and counted 
4S» buttons on her gown and fell 



1 left a fortune 



"I gee. In spite of the fact that he 
aa a black sheep, they were glad to 
et his wool." 



"Well, there'll soon be plenty of 
peaches." 

"I don't care for 'em. they're t.„ 
funy." 

•The peaches you've been going 
with must need a shave." 



Her Tendency. 

"Mabel prefers a boat crew cham 
pion to a football hero lor a beau." 
••That shows that Mabel la ruu-uiau- 



a long way back to the old- 



IF A MAN DIE 
SHALL HE LIVE? 



THIS 
PLEASE 



"If a man dip shall he live 
again."— Job 14:14. 

We can tell our friend Mr. .Job 
that is a iinestion that has both- 
ered and perplexed tlie theologi- 
cal world for the last 1900 years, 
and no nearer an agreement or a 
derisive answer either pro or eon 
than when the question was first 
asked. It is a difficult problem to 
«ii ,1,1,.. .Millions have spent their 
lives trying to solve it, while mil- 
lions more have made lunatics out 



N>nl one. This world has been 

• tnm Mom huMMMW and 

,iys w ill |«' A count ant change 
f'imr on and Dm chances for 
ther life on this earth would be 
jno mo It unexpected or mysterious 
than the present one. At all events 
QUESTION Wi u odd advise our friend JM) 
•lout with all the rest not to be 
I worried a particle about BMtJMf 
life for in case there should be one 
it will be a repetition of the pres- 
ent and no more unexpected or 
mysterious. 

Toon truly. 
JOEL If. KERRY. 



CREMATION. 



It is high time that Free Think - 
i, at least, should substitute 
niiition for earthly burials. I 
that it is very hard even for 



oi lloMMsclves, and. still millions en li gM(B ed peopk .,, get rid of 
have iound an early grave ,,„„„,;„. w . „ ,. all ( | eature8 of 



We are all creatures of 
habit, and we cling to old customs 
in spite of our reason. But the 
rrriii.it, >ry is in every respect pre- 
ferable to the graveyard, even 
from a sentimental point of view. 

bodies of 



We Bad people asking and wor- 
rying about the question of a fu- 
ture life every day. We wish we 
wen- able to answer .Mir. Job's [| is better tc 
(joeetiotl, or else refer to some one ,, U r friends reduced t 
that oould. The best we can do, I hour than to let then, slowlv rot 
however, at the press* time, will in the ground. Can the imagina- 
pe to rite a tew instances in which tion of man concern of anything 
It is claimed that .some have Be- more horrible than the state of a 

tually come or been brought to ly after it has been in the! 

hte again alter the breath had Left I ground two or three roan ' Is i 
the body and they were prouounc- graveyard a pleasing sight? V hv! 
ed dead. I he first instance will, sh, odd we put stones o\e» tin- 
be that of this fellow they call gravel atom friends' Is love sol 
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Jeans, it is claimed for him that 
he was cruelly murdered or eru- 
ciiied, laid in the ground and 
buried the same as is customary in 
such cases. Then after laying 
there three whole days and nights 
that he came to life again and 
arose out of the grave safe and 
sound. For the truth of which we 
have the testimony of the first 
lour writers of the New Testa- 
ment. They are very well agreed 
as to the matter of his crucifixion 
that he wan crucified, but when it 
comes to the cause and circum- 
stances connected herewith, 



feeble a nature that it must be 
kept alive by outward aitfiu) in-|Cal] Vituv 
numerable proofs furnish Ad by luu ^[ (f 
Scientific men of all ages Show that rjMM>foc| I 
earth retains instead of destroy'iv* | 11SS am j 

the germs of disease contained m v , 

ly and that in some le-n 



will contaminate its surroundings. 

It' a graveyard i> I menace to the 
living it should go. I nev -r past 
■ g r a v e y a rd without thinking at 

the needless and foolish expen-il- 



'lt - ' (which you 
Ion 't believe in a 
you have the mind- 

use ions f o r ssj oi 
all the essential 

" Heavenly Katll- 



tore of i 



e,lt 



Essanda of pe 
distress themselves in order to 
ke a show both in doffinfc an 1 
my iwo oi ineni wui i expensive shrouds to hide away 
anything they will sayj u , inor the ground. When I nni 
dead I want no superstitious mem- 
ories or incantations to myths and 
dumb gods said over my remains, 
but 1 wish to be taken to the near- 
1 then my ashes 



about, him. It is then claimed that 
after a few days that he bid his 
followers good bye and actually 
arose, went up alive and a cloud 
received him out of their sight, JjJJ 
and has not been seen or heard | M , 



f from that day to this in strict posH of u lnV Mendl see fit. I 



of the inviolable laws of 
nature which we claim never has 
be n done or never will be. the 
eases of Enoch and Elijah not- 
withstanding. 

PlesjM emeuse this digression in 
the cane of Jesus, for he 
important factor in the ca 
il seemed a good place to put 
them in. 

The next case will be that '.f 
Lasarus. Here is a man that is 
said to have been dead and laid 
in the grave four days and the] of res 
work of decomposition bad al- , vrr\ 
ready set in. But by some mys- grets 
terioua power unknown to man- perfe, 
kind he is resuscitated and comes! of Oh 
to life again. What do you think nee* 
of that? Mr. Job doifi not that rota in 
boh a little like if a man die he good 
will live again. It is not stated' 
what becomes of Lasarus after he 

is riB6B, but Of course in ease he 
came to life he had to die again 
and thai would be another viola- 
tion of natures laws, for one death 
like one god is a plenty. It is all 
this life calls for. and it is said 
that the living know that th<-y| 
shall die. bu1 the dead know DQtlH 

anything. 

Now cones the ease of Jonah 
and tin- whale, and in our esti- 
mation it is one of the most re- 
markable ami mysterious on rae» 
ord. In ibis case it ia not stated 
that Jona 

dered or thai he was buried. But 
it does state that .Jonah was swal- 
lowed by a greal whale, and that 
be sjsjh incased in the whale's 
Stomach without a breath of air 
and under the Influence pf those 



er" who can respond to the sup- 
plications of Immunity, and w hich 
cannot be a <iod ! 

• • • • 

You. my dear theistic friend, 
worship tradition, a book, the 
unknown and mythical. Material- 
ists confine their belief to well- 
established truths and facts. You 
believe in what nobody KNOWS; 
we believe only in whhat every- 
body KNOWS or may KNOW. 



ems to me unreasonable to 
that God or Nature would 
iade death of the individual 
most prominent, self-evident 
t of every , lav life, if we were 
lined to live forever. 



„dic 



believe with Solomon. Job and au- 
thorities elsewhere, that when we 

ar Mead we stay dead, but ehrist-, ft)|t ^ J 

like longing for eternal youth, 

physical perfection, ideal beauty 



ians of all kinds expect a mansion 
somewhere after death where 
th,y will l lathed with ration- 
ality and with i memory made 

perfect and expect to be happy, 
even though they remember 
all their short comings here, 
and all the woes and agonies their 
friend; 



ndui 



w 



-d ones still have 
all have moments 

ii having Unproved 

Will BO* these re- 
! [fas 



that all phenomr3S are a apontan 

eons product of the marvelous po- 
tencies of matler, the need of a 
Cod vanishes And with the I'SK 
of a God gone, the hypothesis ex- 
plodes. As Hugh PcnteCOSJt said: 
A useless God is no God at all." 

.Materialism reduces the myster- 
ies hi nature to their minimum, 
Theism augments the problem be- 
yond the hope of final solution. 



1. 1 



AN APPEAL 



1st ami Ontleman : 
l'e, the undersigned, I 



of t 



the 



I the 



hi I 



Or do we 
only our 



genius, a hundred years of robust, 
earth-life, all denied a vast ma- 
jority of frail mortals. It demands 
evergreen lawns that never need] a , c , 
the mower, snow-white draperies I thou 
that never re, pure washing, nuin- J 

stona and furnishings not made by 
hands, roasted squabs dying t„ 
srOUBd, and milk and honey fret- 
to all. It greedily desires aii in- 
satiable appetite and continuous 
courses, unending honev-inoo. 

3d a happy eternal life, that d; 

■mite cannot explode, ate., etc.. 
all conditions and states which 
know are impossible. 



inett who have died for human lib-rty. 

We believe that such a cause will 
strongly apical to you. We are mem 
la-rs of the Indiana Rationalist Ar*o- 
eiation. The Buckeye Secular I'nion, 
The American Secular I'nion, the Ra- 
tional Association af America, the In 
drp ndent Religious Society of Chicago, 
■ nd the Paine Historical Society; and 
to all the leading Frcc- 
in America. We urjrt 
ii to unite at once 
Free! bought societies, and 



subscribe for , 



pot 



"No Platform." Will Prof. 
Jaatiesoa enumerate everything in 
exist.-nee — everything science has 
verified, every thing discovered by 
t el escape, stteroaeope, spssJfeMi 
scope and photography; in the 
laboratory, crucible or on the dis- 
n ,l sc-ting table; the sum of all his 

„. I KNOWLEDGE i omit nothing; 
Air, fluids, gases, the ether. elec-| a<W morals, ethics, hygiene, es- 
tricitv (though beyond the liinita- thetica, poetry, music, art, and 
tions*of our intellect, all are a everything tending to build up 

form of matter Whatever exists noble humanity; if he 

is matter, and what 6TCr is not| W* 11 *° thi »> »• will have a clear 



on tinned from Page 1 



spooks, etc. 



souls, spirits, 
does not exist. 



conception »f the platform of the 

Materialist's Association. 
Pltofessor considers it "too nar- 
row." Can he broaden it ? 



"The I'nknowable." We can 
comprehend limited quantities, pe- 
riods, number, an ounce, pound, A God now a days ernnot create 
ton a thousand tons; we can ap- ■ hums* being without the assist - 

proximatelv estimate numbers and '«" • a able-bodied 

whole davs and ni.'hts" sizes of worlds, and sum* ie)> to ' { "< '"*» «•«" < ''>l'l'«« «'»'e task 

an he was east up by the whale thousands and millions: then. O w-'«il.hout the least inconvenience. 

tht dry land, all safe and In* to the limitatkmi of our Intel- 1 Hence man is more powerft 
und. If Mr. Job could believe 

toafusecl. This 



such a statement as the above then 
there would have been no neces- 
sity for him asking the question I 
"If a man die shall he live again.' 

We now propose to answer Mr. 
Job's question from our own 
point of view and sec what the 
readers of the Blade may think of 
it. 

We can tell Mr. Job that we 

see mi reason why we should not 
live again. There would 



DC vague and ■ 
; the only un-l 



In the absence of personality) 

pSrSOnal attributes cannot exist, 



Hons- limited time, space and 
matter cannot be rationally en- 
tertained. The only "Unknown- 
mystery about another lift |ble" is simply an infinitely in- 
than the present one. but in -ill creased sum or quatity of the 
eases il nlOUid have to come under knowable. 
the same conditions exactly as the 



knowable While we cannot grasp 
infinitude of space and an infinite 
nusnber of cosmic bodies existing 
therein: infinite time in the past The living human organism is 
and future, yet we can and must, a tangible basis for all psychic 
logically and analogically infer phenomena. Paca rn ate spirits 
the above abstractions, especially souls have no basis at all. 
because their antithetical proposi- 



one, and happen right 
here on this earth just the same. 
This is all the world we know of 
and who knows but what we may 
have lived a life or two before the 



Call your God 
have ■ rather exaggerated, vener- 
able old man. or patriarch, with 
' structure— a num. yet an 



S25" 



liife will end. True. Did it 
not begin'.' Are the counties! mil- 
lions who will live after ius. in 
cause they 
•s battle's 
we u-rieve 
are where 



and despa 
do not participate 



and Suffer w 
they are now. 



This ( 



It was the supposed need of a 
God that originated all Gods. 



be a (Hod. Kow, when science demonstrates 



i^'ht |,a|>,-i 



Voi 



■ Mil ! 



Fre*- 



• perfectly i 



ati-fiii-l ion of sei-inj; the stainless Hag 
ajapBlta of the motley hosta of »u- 
,f freedom SMftef upon the dismantled 
amparts of the motley hosts of super- 



world v 



It Kod? and devils 
only enemies of the r 
thrown, it must be 
Rationalism. There 
the whole history of t 
organized priesthood ever relaxed its 
hVnlish grip from Hm throat of liberty, 
the Klhiopian could change his akin 
and the leopard his spots as easily a» « 
SSSS "r ■ priest could become a lover 
of humanity and freedom. 

Wi therefore beseech all Rationalists 
— every oue of you — to get together 
a compact organization, and help 

reign of reason in the 



Cat rile oid strumpet of orthodox 
ligiou sits in the palaces and parlors 
of the world, and compels mankind to 
do her bidding Hnd to pay her homage. 
By thl perfect organization of her ig 
norant dupes, she compear our politic- 
ians and our ko cal.ed statesmen to 
become her panderers, procurers and 
tools for her infamous uses. This vile 
old hag hrtrasm herself at every birth, 
and at every death, at every murriage, 
in our schools with her dismal 
crooning; and would if unrestrained do 
as she has done in other lands w 
eslrained und opposed. She w 



The 1 ivciliiukers actually umiiumber 
the [ores* of superstition fully two to 
and if we were but organized we 
could easily rid our land of priestly 
rule and tyranny. Ladies and gentle- 
en, let us organize and get busy. 

DR. T. J. BOWLES, 
Pres Indiana Rationalist Association. 
WM. Y. RUCK, 
BOBUYLKR I-aTOfRETTE, 

— C. BECK, 
KMX II I'RINCE, 

Officials Ind. R. A. 



I heartily second the strong letter of 
l)r. Bowles. It sometimes seems that 
we have about all the religion and per- 
se, sjU freedom we are entitled to, con- 
sidering how little we h;«ve done and 
are doing to secure it Compare our 
own slothful indifference with the cash 
enthusiasm of the organized forces of 
superstition. The Catholics of Indian- 
apolis recently raised a pile of money 
for a "nobody knows what" fund. In 
less than a week the Presbyterians of 
the same city raised $15,000 for a new 



That 
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tells me he makes *1500 a year solicit- 
ing subscriptions for a Catholic news- 
paper. There are scores of prosperous 
Catholic and Protestant papers, sup- 
ported by public patronage and by en- 
dowment simply because they are re- 
ligious papers. 

It is human nature that we acquire 



If there is a Kreethotight society m-a 
let us join it. If none, let us organw 
one. Three energetic l-rcelhinkers in 
township means that soon there will 
lie twenty. I know for I've tried it. 

Did you ever hear of a wealthy Free- 
thought editor? It is a constant won- 
der how some of our excellent md brave 
papers exist, the way th.-y are neglect- 
ed by some of their admiring friends 
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I the k 



] he 



i|uent thar 



' limited ability, and 
taxes go del in - 



subscrip 

any of them. Within the ptst.year I 
have given over WM of my slender 
means to the c oi so of Rationalism, and 
honestly I never enjoyed anything else 
,|Uite as well. I shall StajBSStfe a goodly 
lump of life insurance »li n I eo hence. 
The suggestion of the good Dr. Itowles 
is fine. What can I do to help 7 1 will 
cntiibute to the general cause only,— 



Fraternally, 

I). W. 




BLUE GRASS BLADE, Publishers, 



If you want to be of ser- 
vice to the cause you es- 
pouse, and at the same 
time help some of your 
friends, you can have The 
Blade sent to ten of them 
one year for Five Dollars 



